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THE LITTLE ITALIAN BOY. 


“Come in here, cousin Mary,” said a 
bright-eyed little girl, quickly opening the 
parlor door, and running after a young 
lady who was just going up stairs with her 
bonnet in her hand;—“ pray come into 
the parlor. Herbert and Charles, and Ber- 
tha and I, are all waiting for you to come 
and tell usa story. There is such a nice 
bright fire, and your chair is drawn up 
close,—and—ah! do come,—there is a 
dear, good cousin Mary !” 

“Are you very anxious, Constance 
dear?”’ said cousin Mary, with a kind 
smile; “do you think you cannot wait 
until after tea 2?”’ “Oh no, dearest cousin, 
come now. We were looking out of the 
window, and saw you talking to a little 
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boy who had some little white things in a 
cage, and we want you to tell us all about 
him and his little cage, because you have 
always something interesting to tell about 
everybody and everything.” 

“Very well,’ replied cousin Mary, 
coming slowly down stairs. “I will come 
and talk to you until tea is ready, and 
then I must write a letter, afterwards.’’ 
Constance joyfully seized her cousin’s 
hand, and tripped with her to the parlor 
door. “She is coming, Herbert,—she is 
going to tell us astory, Bertha,’’ she cried, 
as she opened the door, and saw the chil- 
dren eagerly watching for her return, 
Cousin Mary smiled, and taking the large 
chair prepared for her, looked into the 
bright fire quite silent, for a whole minute. 
‘What are you thinking of, cousin 
Mary ?”? asked Herbert, impatiently; «I 
am so much afraid tea will be ready be- 
fore you have told us any thing about that 
little boy. What was his name? I am 
sure he does not live here. He looks quite 
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different from any of the poor boys who 
come to our Sunday School,—and yet I 
am sure he must be poor, for his’ jacket 
had a large hole in the elbow.”’ 

“J was just thinking of that little boy, 
Herbert,’’ answered the young lady. “ He 
is very poor indeed, as you say, and 
though he lives here now, with his poor 
mother, he comes from a far off country, 
about which you have all-studied in your 
geography, I dare say—Italy—you know 
where that is??? 

‘Oh yes,’’ answered Bertha, “ it isone of 
the Southern countries of Europe, and 
runs far out into the Mediterranean Sea. 
Itis far away from here.” 

‘Yes, many thousand miles, and the 
manners of the people and their religion, 
are very different from ours.’’ 

‘But, cousin Mary,” asked Charles, 
“why did the little boy come so far away 
from his home? and how did he come 
here? and who takes care of him ?’’ 


«J will tell you what he told me. His 
| 1% 


6 THE LITTLE ITALIAN BOY. 


name is Filippo; his father and mother 
were so poor in Italy, that they could 
scarcely support their family. But last 
year, his father, his two brothers and his 
sister, all died of a fever, and his poor 
mother and he were left alone. His 
mother was not strong enough to work, 
and he was too small, and there is so 
very large a-number of poor people in 
their country, who get their living by beg- 
ging, that it seemed likely they would find 
it very difficult to keep from starving. So 
they got into a vessel full of poor people, 
coming to see if they could not find better 
homes in our large, free country, and they 
all landed in New York about two months 
ago. Poor Filippo’s mother managed to 
get a little work to do; and one of his coun- 
trymen, who came over in the vessel with 
him, gave him acage with two little white 
mice in it, which he carries about the 
streets, and offers to show people, in hopes 
that they will give him a penny or two, 
which he will carry home to his mother, 
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to help buy them bread; for he says they 
often get up in the morning, and have to 
go about their day’s work without any 
breakfast.”’ 3 

“ Poor little boy,—does he get much 
money ?”? asked Herbert, in a pitying tone. 

«¢ Not a great deal, I should think. This 
afternoon he told me he had got a shilling 
to-day, and had been walking about with 
his mice ever since this morning. I am 
afraid some people are very rough with 
him. I saw him go up to one gentleman, 
and offer to show his mice, and the gentle- 
man turned round, looking very angry, and 
raising his cane, said, ‘Go away, idle little 
beggar; I have nothing for you.’ This 
‘was very wrong; if the gentleman did 
think him troublesome, it is always better 
to be gentle and quiet in our way of re- 
buking those whom we think in fault. 
Little Filippo shrunk back, and looked so 
sorrowful, that I spoke to him as I passed, 
He only speaks a few broken. words of 
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English, and when I talked to him in his 
own language, he was so delighted, that he 
chatted away like a little magpie. I asked 
him a great many questions, which he an- 
swered very promptly, so that I easily 
learned what I have just told you about 
him,” 

“But Cousin Mary,’’ asked Herbert, 
‘after you had been talking with hima 
long time, you went away with him, round 
the corner—where did you go?” 

‘IT asked him where his mother lived. 
He told me that she did not live very far 
off, so I thought, as I had a little time to 
spare, that I would go home with him to 
see her. He was very much delighted, 
and briskly led the way. I asked him, as. 
we went along, where he went to church 
here. He said that his mother took him 
every Sunday to the Cathedral to hear 
mass; that is one of the services in the 
Roman Catholic Church, you know. I 
asked him what he heard when he went 
to the Cathedral. He said he heard the 
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organ playing and the loud singing, and 
the priest said prayers, and sprinkled the 
people with holy water. ‘And what does 
that teach you, Filippo?’ ITasked. ‘Oh I 
do not learn at mass,’ he said, smiling a 
little, as if he thought I did not know a 
great deal about it, ‘ but my mother teaches 
me my prayers when I am at home, and 
when I go to mass I kneel down and say 
them with my beads.’ ‘And what do you 
ask for in your prayers, Filippo,’ I in- 
quired. ‘Oh Ido not know; I say “Ave 
Maria, sanctissima, ora pro nobis,”’ ’? and he 
repeated a Latin prayer which the Papists 
use. ‘But what good does it do you, if 
you do not understand it, Filippo,’ I said. 
‘Oh my mother says it is right, and the 
priest says it is right, and the priest knows 
what it means,so I do it.’ ‘But, I asked 
him, ‘do you never thank God yourself for 
taking care of you, and ask him to forgive 
your sins?? ‘Oh no, the priest. says I 
must not talk to God, but I pray that the 
good Virgin will beg God to forgive me, 
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and St. Filippo will take care of me while 
I wear this around my neck,’ and he took 
out a little brass image of St. Filippo, I 
suppose, the saint that he was named after 
and kissing it, he crossed himself, muttered 
over a few words in Latin, and putting the 
image back into his bosom, he looked up 
into my face with an expression of satis- 
faction. Poor little boy! I felt sad to 
think how he had been taught about 
God.”’ 

“But, Cousin Mary,’? exclaimed Con- 
stance, “he could not be so foolish as to 
think that a little brass image could take 
care of him, and how could he pray to the 
Virgin? Mamma read to us in the Bible 
that we must only pray to God.’’ 

“Yes, my dear Constance, it is very 
wrong, very wicked, to pray to any but 
God; but these poor Romanists are taught 
by their priests to say prayers to the Virgin 
Mary, and to all the saints.” 

«“ But why, Cousin Mary,” asked Bertha, 
anxiously, “ why do the priests teach them 
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so, and why do they not learn from their 
Bibles that the priests teach them wrong ?”’ 

«¢ My dear, the priests do not allow them 
to have Bibles. They tell the poor people 
that they cannot understand what is writ- 
ten in the Bible, but that they themselves 
will explain the things, and save the igno- 
rant, who might not be able to interpret 
rightly, from making mistakes as to their 
duty. So you see the priests can make the 
poor creatures believe what they like.” 

«“ But, Cousin, I cannot understand,’ said 
Bertha, ‘1 thought priests were like minis- 
ters, who always want to teach every body 
what is right to do, and not what is wrong, 
Why do the priests want to teach the peo- 
ple to do such a wicked thing as not to 
pray to God?” 

« Many of the priests, Bertha, are very 
wicked, proud men, who want to get all 
the power into their own hands. So they 
keep the Bible to themselves, make the 
people think that God has directed them 
to be the sole interpreters of it, and so they 
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can make the people believe whatever 
they like. They:say that we must not 
dare to pray to God; that he is too great 
and mighty to listen to poor creatures like 
us, but that we must pray to the Virgin 
Mary, the mother of God, as they call her, 
and that she will intercede with God for 
‘us. And the saints, too, the good men 
who have been honored for their piety 
while on earth, the priests say that they 
too will ask God for what we want. Now 
this is most dreadful, for did not the blessed 
Saviour die for us, that we might pray to 
God in his name, and rest on him as our 
helper? Paul says, ‘In everything, by 
prayerand supplication, with thanksgiving, 
let your requests be made known wnto 
God??? Phils ive. 

“Yes, and last Sunday, in our Bible- 
lesson, it said, ‘Let us therefore come 
boldly unto the throne of grace, that we 
may.obtain mercy.’ ’? Heb, iv. 16. 

“Yes, Herbert, there are a great many 
places in the Bible where we are taught 
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to come to God only. David says, in the 
Ixv. Psalm, ‘ Zhow art* he that hearest 
prayer, and therefore unto ¢hee shall all 
flesh come.’ You see nothing could be 
plainer than that. And David says again, 
‘Thou saidst, Seek ye my face, and my 
heart said-unto thee, thy face, Lord, will I 
seek.’ Psalm xxvii. 8. Isaiah says, ‘For 
should not a people seek unto their God?’ 
Isaiah viii. 19. . Therefore, you can see 
plainly, children, that though we must feel 
the deepest reverence and humiliation in 
drawing near to God, yet it is to him only 
that we must come, in the name of our 
blessed Saviour, the Lord Jesus. You can 
take your Bibles at any time, and almost 
on every page‘you will find some com- 
mand to come to God, which would be 
written very differently if it were meant 
that we should ask the Virgin and: the 
saints to pray for us.’’ 

«“ Oh yes, we know some verses already, 
Cousin Mary. I am sure if there had 
been any body else in heaven to whom we 

2 ; 
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Should pray, Dayid would never have 
said, ‘Whom have I in heaven but thee ?? ” 

“Surely not, Charles. And Paul says 
so plainly, ‘We have a great high 
priest, Jesus, the Son of God, who was 
touched with the feeling of our infir- 
mities, and is therefore able to save to 
the uttermost all them that come fo God 
by him, because he ever liveth to make 
intercession for them.’ Heb. vii. 25. You 
see that the Romish priests, by setting up 
other intercessors for us beside the Saviour, 
make his crucifixion of no avail. Now 
when the Roman Catholics can be per- 
suaded to read the Bible, many of them 
are astonished that they should have been 
so long kept from a knowledge of the truth, 
and they become Protestants. For this 
reason, we Protestants in this country and 
in England, are continually forming socie- 
ties for sending the word of God to Italy, 
and France, and other Roman Catholic 
countries, so that they may enjoy the bless- 
ing that we do. But the priests know 
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very well, that if the people find they 
have been deceived in one thing, they will 
have no longef any confidence in what 
else the priests tell them, and so they would 
not obey them any longer. So the people 
are carefully kept in the greatest ignorance ; 
many of them do not know how to read, 
and all they are taught is to go to mass, 
where they hear prayers and singing in 
Latin, which they do not understand, and 
say Latin prayers which the priests have 
taught them. And poor little Filippo 
thought that by rattling off that prayer to 
St. Filippo he had done all his duty.” 

«Did you tell him what a bad man his 
priest was, cousin Mary?” asked Con- 
stance. 

« No, Constance, it would have done no 
good just then; but I hope to make him 
attached to me by kindness, and then I 
shall talk to him and tell him how mis- 
taken he is.” 

«‘ Did you see his mother ?”’ asked Her- - 
bert. 


16 ‘THE LITTLE ITALIAN BOY. 


“Yes; we walked on four or five blocks, 
and then turned into a narrow, dark street, 
filled with old tumbling down houses, At 
last he stopped at the door of one of these, 
and wentin. I followed closely after him, 
and we went up two or three flights of 
stairs, which creaked under our tread. We 
went then into a little garret-room, with 
one little window in the roof. Filippo ran 
in and cried out in his own beautiful lan- 
guage, ‘Mother, mother, here is a dear 
lady come to see you; she will talk Italian 
to you, and be sorry that you are so poor.’ 
The poor woman was sitting on a low bed 
in one corner of the room winding cotton ; 
work which some weaver, I suppose, had 
given her to do. She was very pale, and 
her large black eyes looked very bright, as 
if she had fever. I sat down by her, and 
asked her if she was well. She shook her 
head sorrowfully, and the tears came to 
her eyes, as she put her hand to her fore- 
head, and said that her head ached sadly, 
and was very heavy and confused. Filip- 
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po threw himself into her arms. < This 
poor boy!’ she said, ‘I would lie down and 
die, if it were not that I should leave him 
all alone here to starve !? And then she 
burst into tears. I felt very sad for her, 
and asked her if she was not hungry. She 
would scarcely answer, but confessed at 
last, that she had had nothing to eat since 
the night before. 1 was shocked, and sent 
Filippo round to the baker’s, from whence 
he returned with a nice loaf of bread,which 
it gave me great pleasure to see them eat. 
When -the poor woman had finished, she 
thanked me heartily, and said, “the holy 
Virgin and Saints reward you for your 
kindness.” I said that we should look to 
God alone for reward and assistance; that 
the Virgin and the Saints were only human 
beings like ourselves, and could do nothing 
for us. She looked at me with some 
astonishment, and asked me if I had any 
work for her to do, that she would be able 
to get along very well if she had constant 
employment, but that it was only now and 
2. * 
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then that the weaver was able to give her 
yarn to wind for him. Then, she said, ¢ If 
we can get enough to keep us alive, I can 
earn perhaps a little more to pay the priest 
for masses for my poor husband.”’ 

«“ What did she mean, cousin?”? asked 


Herbert; «I thought you said her husband. 


was Bas id 


“Yes, her husband is dead, and she has | 


been taught by the priests that the souls of 
those who die, go immediately to a place 
called purgatory, where they stay until 
they have suffered torment enough to atone 
for the sins which had not been forgiven 
when they left the earth; but they also 
say, that the prayers of the priests cause 
them to be freed sooner than they otherwise 
would be, so that every separate prayer 
that is said for them, takes off from the time 
they are to remain there. Now only think 
how dreadful this is, children. Poor people 
must pay a certain sum to the priest, every 
time they want the service of mass per- 
formed to help the souls of their friends to 
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heaven, or else these poor spirits of the 
dead must remain perhaps for thousands 
of years in this place of torment. And the 
priests teach that no soul is so entirely 
pardoned by God, as to go immediately to 
heaven after death, but must first expiate 
its own transgressions in purgatory for a 
very long period, and then by God’s 
mercy it is released. If a poor man dies 
then, who has no friends or relations, he 
has no hope of being rescued, or if his re- 
lations are poor, like Filippo’s mother ; 
but if he isa rich man, and has rich friends 
and relations, no matter how bad aman he 
has been while living, they can pay much 
money and have many prayers said, and 
bring his soul very soon to heaven. Some- 
times a very large sum is paid when a rich 
man dies, and the priests declare that his 
soul has passed directly to heaven. Do 
you see how horrible.a doctrine this is, my 
dear children? In the first place, it un- 
dervalues the sacrifice of our Saviour. 
Was not the laying down of his precious 
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life upon the cross once, enough to satisfy 
the justice of God for the sins of all who 
will believe in his Son, until the end of the 
world? Yet here the priests say it is not 
enough, but that the soul must atone for its 
own guilt by suffering, unless some one on 
the earth will pray to God to have mercy on 
it, and allow it to enter heaven. Then 
another thing, it makes God a respecter 
of riches, You see it is actually buying 
favour from Him for money, and the poor 
of the earth are supposed to be left to their 
sufferings, because they have no money to 
pay for mercy. Now Paul says, ‘ We are 
justified freely by God’s grace, through 
the redemption that is in Christ Jesus.’ 
Surely then money cannot buy this grace. 
And again, it is said, “Ye are a// partakers 
of my grace,’ (Phil. 1. 7,) that is, all who 
will believe on Christ, and rely upon him 
alone for salvation.’ 

“Then, cousin Mary,’’ said little Con- 
stance, “these poor Roman Catholics are 
very much in the wrong, and think they 
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are pleasing God by giving money to the 
priests to pray for them, when God has 
commanded every body in the world, to 
pray for themselves. Is it not dreadful? 
I feel so very sorry for them. What can 
we do to help them to know God bet- 
ter ?7? 

“You must pray for them fervently, 
my dear; you must be kind and charitable 
to them, and as God may give you oppor- 
tunity as you grow older, you should en- 
deavour to assist those who are sent out as 
missionaries to the countries where they 
live, so that they may receive and read the 
Bible; and if they do that, you know, with 
God’s blessing their eyes will be opened 
to the truth, and they will be able to serve 
him in simplicity and truth.’’ 

«Oh, how delightful that would be, to 
have all the poor Romanists real Chris- 
tians! Are there many RORBPISES 1 in the 
world, cousin Mary ?”’ 

«Yes, Constance, there are many mil- 
lions of these poor people, who are kept 
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thus in ignorance of the truth as it is in 
Jesus, and led to perform vain ceremonies, 
worse than vain, for they are offensive to 
God, being in such direct disobedience to 
hiscommands.. I talked a little with Filip- 
po’s mother about her faith, but she only 
crossed herself, and said she thanked me 
for trying to make her believe what she 
knew J thought was right, but that she 
was sure she believed the right—that the 
priest had taught her so, ever since she 
was a child, and that her husband, and her 
father, and mother, and their parents had 
all been Catholics before her, and she saw 
no reason to think that they were all 
wrong in their belief. She seemed, how- 
ever, very ignorant, and as she appeared 
mild and gentle, instead of being violent 
and prejudiced when I spoke to her, I 
hope that when I have taught her, as I 
shall try to, some of the truths from the 
Bible, she will see that she is in error, and 
be willing to leave her false religion and 
become a believer in Christ alone, without 
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relying upon vain idols; and, you know, 
any thing which comes into our hearts in 
place of, and before God, as these Saints 
and this Virgin Mary do, becomes an 
idol.”’ 

«“ Yes, cousin Mary,’ said Herbert, «I 
thought, when you said that Filippo took 
out the image and kissed it, that it was 
like the idolatry that the heathen practice, 
. and I can scarcely think that the priests 
would command idols to be worshipped. 
Do they, cousin Mary ?” 

«“ They do not call it worshipping idols, 
Herbert, but it is no less so, and no less dis- 
pleasing to God, and forbidden by him, 
because they do not acknowledge it by its 
right name.”’ 

« But, cousin, they cannot say that it is 
commanded in the Bible to use images at 
all, because I am sure that the second com- 
mandment tells us exactly the opposite, 
not to “worship graven images.”’ 

«“ Yes, it does indeed, most plainly, but 
the priests declare that it is not worship- 
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_ ping the images, which the Romanists prac- 
tise, but that the form of some human be- 
ing, and the image of the crucified Sa- 
viour before which they bow, is only in 
order to keep the original before the mind, 
while praying, because the human mind 
is so wicked and imperfect, that it continu- 
ally wanders away from the being whom 
it addresses in prayer, and needs some- 
thing visible to recall these wandering 
thoughts. But we are positively forbidden 
to “make unto us any similitude of God, 
before which to bow,’ and you remember 
how severely the Israelites were punished 
for this very thing, worshipping God under 
the likeness of an animal. Then,if it is 
wrong to pray to the Virgin and the 
Saints at all, of course it is doubly so, to 
make images-of them to use in prayer, 
and God commands, through Moses, 
« Take therefore heed unto yourselves, lest 
ye corrupt yourselves, and make you 
graven images, like the similitude of any 
figure, the likeness of male or female.” 
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« Oh cousin, how can the priests pretend 
to believe the Bible at all, and yet do what 
is so plainly forbidden in it ?” 

«“ Why, they do not like to go so boldly 
against what is in it, therefore in most 
of their catechisms, and explanations of 
the Scriptures, they omit the second com- 
mandment altogether.’’ 

« What, do they say that there are only 
nine commandments ?”’ 

« No, they do not venture to declare a 
thing, which must Show to all the nations 
who do read their Bibles, that they so great- 
ly deceive ; so they divide the last command- 
ment into two parts, and that makes the 
number complete.”’ 

‘“ How thankful I am, dear cousin, that 
I was not born a Roman Catholic. I should 
have been just like poor Filippo,a believer 
in images and purgatory, and all those 
foolish and wicked things.’’ 

«Yes, Constance, you should indeed be 
thankful that God has given you Christian 
parents, and should endeavour to show 
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your gratitude and love for him by giving 
your heart to the blessed Saviour. You 
are not too young to be his true disciple. 
You know he says, ‘ They that seek me 
early shall find me;’ and ‘Suffer little 
children to come unto me.’ We must try 
to teach this to poor little Filippo. I told 
him to come this evening, and I would 
see if your mamma could not find.some 
better clothes to give him than those which 
he had on, and perhaps you can find some 
little book to give him,’’ 

«‘Oh yes, cousin Mary,’ said Herbert, 
‘and here he is now, I suspect, for I hear 
the door-bell. Will you not tell us some 
thing more about the Romanists another 
day °” 

“Yes, willingly, my dear, but there is 
the bell for tea.” 


THE 


ROMAN CATHOLICS IN IRELAND. 


“ WuereE have you been to church this 
afternoon, cousin Mary?’ asked Herbert, 
as the young lady came in with her bonnet 
on. ; 

“TI went to Dr. ’s, my dear, to hear 
a@ minister who has just arrived from Ire- 
land, tell about the poor, hungry, ignorant 
Irish people.” | 

« And what did he say, cousin ?”’ asked 
Constance; “are the people very poor and 
ignorant? Tell us about them.’’ 

“He told us a creat deal, Constance ; 
more than I can repeat or you understand ; 
but I must tell you about some of their 
ignorance and misery, that you may be 
anxious to assist in sending help to them, 
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and that you may feel more grateful to 
God than you have ever been before, for 
placing you in a Christian land, where you 
are at liberty to learn every thing about 
your duty to Him, from the very Bible 
itself.’ 

“ Are not the Irish people all Roman 
Catholics, cousin ?’’ asked Bertha. 

«The greater part of them are, but not 
all. In some of the counties there are 
more Protestants than Romanists, and in 
the northern portion nearly all are Pro- 
testants, and they live, and think, and act, 
very differently from their poor, ignorant 
countrymen, who are under the dominion 
of the priests.’’ 

«¢ Are the priests in Ireland like those in 
Italy, who taught poor Filippo, cousin 
Mary ? and are they as bad ?”? asked Her- 
bert. . 

«¢ Yes, I am afraid they are quite as bad, 
and deceive the people quite as much, 
Herbert. Indeed, some say that the Irish 
Roman Catholics are even more ignorant 
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and degraded than any others, and that 
their priests are more selfish and un- 
principled men. It may be so. I only 
know that their ignorance and wickedness 
is so great that it could not well be worse; 
and this is sorrowful to think of, for the 
Irish people, when they are instructed and 
raised from their degradation, show some 
of the noblest qualities in the world. They 
are naturally brave, generous and warm 
hearted; but in their present situation they 
are selfish, cowardly and thievish.’’ 

“ Had the minister that you heard, seen 
many of these poor people ?”’ 

“Yes, he has been for some years a 
missionary among them, and has thus had 
every opportunity of seeing how much 
they need instruction. Protestants, both 
in this country and Europe, have lately 
raised a great deal of money to send min- 
isters. to Ireland, and several schools are 
established in different places, and filled 
with children who are eager to be taught, 
in spite of the objections of the priests. 
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The priests of course are enraged at 
any interference with their dominion, and 
therefore forbid the people to allow their 
children to attend these schools, and for- 
bid themselves to go and hear the min- 
isters preach. Not many years ago, the 
poor creatures would not have dared to 
disobey the commands of the priests, to 
whom they were in the most slavish sub- 
jection; but since the great distress, which 
you know has prevailed in Ireland on ac- 
count of the failure of a great many of 
the crops, and the dreadful scarcity of food, 
which has caused the starvation of thous- 
ands, since all this, the people have seen 
so much of the selfishness, and dishonesty, 
and cruel hard-heartedness of their priests, 
that they do not reverence them so much, 
nor bow down so unresistingly as before. 
Some of the instances which the minister 
related to us this afternoon, of the op- 
pression which has been practised, were - 
quite dreadful, and he said that he knew 
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many things still worse, which would 
scarcely be believed, if he told them. 

Do you not remember hearing, not very 
long ago, of the vessels loaded with pro- 
visions which were sent off to Ireland? 
Well, in England also, they raised money, 
and sent food there, and it was all given 
into the hands of a number of trusty 
persons, called the “relief committee.” 
They had tickets printed which they gave 
to various people, the priests among others, 
in order to distribute among the people, 
who were to come to some appointed 
place and get food. Now, shocking to say, 
it was discovered that many of these 
priests, although they saw how dreadfully 
the people suffered, instead of distributing 
the tickets as soon as possible, sold them 
to the poor starving creatures, taking often 
the last sixpence from some wretched 
man !”? | a ‘as 

*“ How cruel! cousin Mary,’ cried Ber- 
tha. “I should think the priests would ra- 
ther help the poor people, instead of mak- 
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ing it still harder for them. Our ministers 
are kind to the poor.’’ 

“Yes, my dear, but many of these 
priests are men utterly without education, 
and what is worse, without principle, self- 
ish and exacting. They feel no compas- 
sion for their starving countrymen, and 
care not how they suffer, provided they 
themselves get what they want. -You 
know, perhaps, that it is the law, in coun- 
tries where a church is established by the 
government, that one tenth of all the pro- 
perty and produce of the country goes to 
support the ministers or priests, or clergy- 
men, as they are called, and in a time of 
such distress as that in Ireland, you may 
easily imagine it comes very hard upon 
the poor farmers, who have their little plot 
of ground, and depend often entirely upon 
it for their support. But Dr. D told 
us this afternoon, that the priests are care- 
ful to the last morsel, to exact from the 
people all that is due to them, no matter 
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how great misery and scarcity it may 
cause.”’ 

“How cruel! dear cousin, and do the 
people know no better than to obey these 
selfish men, who do not act at all as Christ 
bade his disciples to act?” 

«No; they are, as I said, very ignorant: 
but Dr. D says that within little more 
than a year, the Protestant missionaries 
have established schools in dilferent places, 
and the children come to them eagerly, 
and are very anxious indeed to learn. 
This is sometimes in spite of the priests’ 
orders too, which shows that it has not 
been their own fault that they are so ig- 
norant, but because no one has cared to 
teach them. You may imagine how sadly 
neglected they have been, when I tell you 
that, when the teacher asked one boy if he 
was a sinner, he answered very briskly, 
‘no indeed and I’m not;’? and when an- 
other was asked who made the world, he 
said he ‘believed it was the Virgin Mary 
and St. Patrick between them!’ So the 
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teachers had to begin at the very first 
principles. Then they have preaching 
often in the open air, as they have no 
church to meet in, and invite all the people 
around to come. This they often do, in 
great crowds, and listen with the deepest 
interest and astonishment to the wonder- 
ful truths of the gospel, which are so new 
to them. One day the priest had heard 
that a great number of his people had as- 
sembled, in spite of his prohibition, to 
hear a Protestant minister preach. In a 
great rage he sprang on his horse, and 
galloping to the place of meeting, he rode 
violently through the crowd, cutting with 
his whip on every side, and ordering the 
people with dreadful oaths, to go home. 
They all ran away in great alarm. After 
threatening to horsewhip the minister, the 
priest went away. No sooner was he out 
of sight, than the people, who had hidden 
behind trees and rocks, all came together 
again, and begged the missionary to go on. 
This was told the priest, and he rode back 
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again, and dispersed the people; and this 
was repeated several times, until the priest 
was obliged to give up in despair: so he 
rode away in a great fury, and vowed he 
would kill the minister. It is very en- 
couraging when the people are so eager to 
receive the truth, as this shows them to be. 
But sometimes it is quite different; the 
priests in some places contrive to keep the 
people on their side. On one occasion, a 
great crowd, with the priest at their head, 
assembled before the house in which one 
of the Protestant ministers lived, and de- 
manded that he should be given up to 
them. They were very much excited, and 
it was with the greatest difficulty that they 
were prevented from forcing their way 
into the house, in which case they would 
probably have killed the minister. So you 
see, it is an employment of some danger, 
to teach these people. And now, dear 
children, what I wanted to tell you par- 
ticularly about all this, is, that you should 
consider yourselves as well as older people, 
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interested in sending assistance to these 
poor Irish. Do not consider any of your 
little savings so small as to be useless in 
this matter. Why only think, Dr. D- 
told us that ten pounds a year, not quite 
fifty dollars, will pay for the schooling of 
a hundred children. Remember that, when 
you are going to buy a sixpence worth of 
candy, or some useless little toy, which 
will only last a few hours. Save your 
money for a higher cause. 


THE END. 
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